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FULL COMMITTEE HEARING ON H. R. 7143, TO CONTINUE IN 
EFFECT THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO AUTHORIZED PERSON- 
NEL STRENGTHS OF THE ARMED FORCES 


Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, May 7, 1957. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Carl Vinson, chairman, 
presiding. 

The CuHarrman. Let the committee come to order. 

Members of the committee, the first bill I want to ask you to con 
sider this morning is H. R. 7148, that section 1 of the act of August 
3, 1950, is further amended by striking out “July 31, 1957” and in- 
serting “July 1, 1959” in place thereof. 

(H. R. 7143 is as follows :) 


[H. R. 7148, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To amend tli® Act of August 3, 1950, as amended, to continue in effect the pro 
visions relating to the authorized personnel strengths of the Armed Forces 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That section 1 of the Act of August 
3, 1950, chapter 5837, as amended (68 Stat. 27), is further amended by striking 
out the words “July 31, 1957” and inserting the words “July 1, 1959” in place 
thereof. 

The Cuamman. Now, I have just a brief statement as to the pur- 
pose of this bill. 

As you know, prior to the outbreak of hostilities in Korea, the 
Selective Service Act of 1948 contained a provision of law which 
limited the Army to 837,000, the Navy to 666,000, and the Air Force to 
502,000 plus some 1-year enlistees. Altogether, the limitations in the 
law now under suspension prohibit the armed services from having a 
strength in excess of 2 million persons. 

Immediately after hostilities began in Korea we had to pass a law 
suspending these troop ceilings and this was done in the act of August 
3, 1950. In 1951, when we wrote the amendments to the Universal 
Military Training and Service Act, we again suspended the ceilings 
on the troop strength to July 31, 1954, but at the same time adopted an 
overall personnel ceiling of 5 million, during the period of suspension. 
In the 838d Congress we passed Public Law 307 which extended the 
termination date on the suspension of troop strengths from July 31, 
1954, to July 31, 1957. 

The bill before the committee today would extend the suspension 
on troop strengths to July 1, 1959, the same date that the authority 
to induct individuals into the armed services expires. 

If we do not pass this bill we would have to sdkars our Armed Forces 
from its present approximate strength of 2,800,000 to approximately 
2 million persons. Obviously, we cannot reduce our Armed Forces to 
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that figure under present world conditions. ‘Thus, the proposed legis- 
lation will extend until July 1, 1959, the present law which suspends 
the ceiling on troop strengths. 

I might add that we kept the overall ceiling of 5 million. 

Now that is the whole purpose of the bill. And the Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve, Mr. Jackson, is 
here. Mr. Jackson, have you any statement you desire to submit to the 
committee in reference to the extension of suspension of this date’ 

Secretary Jackson. I merely want to say this, Mr. Chairman, that 
I am authorized on behalf of the Department of Defense to endorse 
your statement and to most earnestly request that this bill be approved 
by this committee. 

I have nothing further to add than what your statement has 
brought out to the committee, sir. 

The CuHarrman. Any questions from any members of the com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Van Zanpvr. Mr. Chairman, this is what we have done in the 
past, is it not? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Van Zanvr. Under those circumstances, I move we report the 
bill. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Van Zandt moves the bill be favorably re- 
ported. Without objection, the bill will be favorably reported. 

I am going to ask Mr. Miller of California, on behalf of the com- 
mittee, to present it to the Rules Committee for a rule and take such 
parliamentary steps necessary to have it considered on the floor of 
the House. 


Let the record show a quorum is present. 
(Whereupon, the committee proceeded to further business.) 
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